SC Sustainability Center
Proposal
A campus and community cooperative effort -- 
committed to learning and living sustainably
Purpose:
1) Promote the college campus as a model of teaching and living in a sustainable way.

2) Promote SC student’s knowledge and entrepreneurial efforts in sustainable living. 

3) Promote locale economic development and collaborative efforts between the college and community.

4) Extent the mission of the college’s commitment to sustainability through new business ventures here in the community.

Scope of the Center:

The primary focus will be on involving campus management, retail, manufacturing and/or services in the broad world of sustainability. Five general areas will be given preference:

· Conservation of Energy; assist in project assessment, return on investment analysis, documenting savings from facility upgrades and behavioral changes.

· Renewable Energy; solar (backpacks, lights home units, sales, instillation and service) wind (residential generators; sales, instillation, service) and biodiesel (home use).
· Plant life; composting, oxygen generating house plants, non chemical gardening.  

· Transportation; walking, bikes, electric bikes, electric scooters and group travel.

· Conservation; water saving for showers and facets, rain barrels, insulation (home winterizing). Recyclable manufacturing. 
· Waste management; trash, recycling, water reuse, and more.
 SC Sustainability Center Activities
Envisioned is a modular space that could be easily transformed to host meetings, presentations, projects, speakers, etc. It would have interactive elements to show campus buildings energy use, information from the field station, data from the wind turbine and other renewable energy systems installed in the future and energy monitoring. An interactive Sustainability Map would be a great addition to the space. The space would also have displays of campus competition winnings, upcoming events, and student projects. 
Activities would include:
· Green Team meeting every Monday at 11:00 am

· Green team Advisory Board meeting once a semester

· Green Team student office hours to work on their projects, research grants, make phone calls and other related activities.
· Presentations, speakers and workshops (4-5 each semester)

· Examples from the past year (typically held in Java Jinx)

· Cassi Reimer presented on the governmental side of Wind Energy in Kansas

· Scott Kuhn talked to students about Energy Conservation

· Alex Gottlob held a “Plant You Own Houseplant” workshop

· Green Team hosted a workshop where students could make their own handsoap

· Green Team will host a Green Product showcase in December

· The Sustainability Office could be a place to showcase Green Technologies or products

· The EcoBuilders could meet there on a regular basis – twice a month at least

· Desks for Sustainability Interns (Sodexo intern) and  (future initiative)

· The Sustainability Coordinator and Green Team Director could have offices there or nearby

· Green-themed movies and documentaries

· The SES 359 – Practicum in Sustainability class could meet in there during the Spring Semester

· Climate Action Team meetings (approximately 5-6 times a year)

· Meeting home for Winfield’s Friends of the Environment

· College Sustainability Council meetings (2 each semester)
· Bulletin boards with internships, study abroad programs, post graduate programs and career information regarding sustainability opportunities would be posted.  
Currently we would like to explore putting the Sustainability Center in the lower level of the Student Center to provide a campus wide location and help anchor the lower level with daily activity.

