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Welcome to Southwestern 

Our Vision 

Southwestern College in Winfield, Kansas, is a learning community dedicated to 

• intellectual growth and career preparation, 

• individual development and Christian values, 

• lifetime learning and responsible citizenship, and 

• leadership through service in a world without boundaries. 

The Vision Interpreted        

Southwestern College in Winfield, Kansas, is a learning community… 

• challenging each person to search for truth through consistent discipline of the mind. 

• stimulating habits of careful reading and listening, clear speaking and writing, critical analysis 
and creative synthesis, individual thought and collaborative action. 

• promoting rigorous intellectual competency within the context of vital interpersonal 
relationships. 

Dedicated to intellectual growth and career preparation… 

• emphasizing a broadly-based, value-centered liberal arts curriculum as the core of intellectual 
life, professional development and personal growth. 

• integrating the core curriculum with career planning and preparation for a lifetime of service. 

• building academic excellence and leadership potential. 
Dedicated to individual development and Christian values… 

• challenging each person to creative self-expression, aesthetic appreciation, freedom of thought, 
and responsible action. 

• inviting students to explore ultimate reality; honoring the spiritual nature of human existence; 

affirming Christian values as central to an ethical, caring and inclusive community life. 

• defining its historic commitment to community, freedom and diversity within a covenant 
relationship to the Great Plains Conference of the United Methodist Church. 

Dedicated to lifetime learning and responsible citizenship… 

• promoting responsible citizenship through active learning, professional growth and volunteer 
service. 

• building wholeness, health and athletic abilities for lifetime physical fitness. 

• encouraging lifelong intellectual and personal growth. 
Dedicated to leadership through service in a world without boundaries… 

• fostering opportunities for service in personal, family and professional life. 

• recognizing the inherent worth of each person, the need for personal and social responsibility, 
the interdependence of all peoples, and the requirements of the age for justice and responsible 
living on the earth. 

• inviting graduates to accept leadership roles in the emerging global community. 

The Mission of Southwestern College      

Southwestern College provides a values-based learning experience that emphasizes intellectual, 
personal, and spiritual growth. Founded in 1885 by Kansas Methodists and now related to the Great 
Plains Conference of the United Methodist Church, the college offers both bachelor’s and graduate 
degrees on-ground and online. 
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Southwestern College:  

• Prepares students for careers and for graduate studies with courses that foster critical thinking 
and effective communication and are characterized by meaningful professor-student 
interaction.  

• Employs emerging technologies that promote learning. 

• Strives to live by and teach a sustainable way of life.  

• Provides preparation for a wide range of church-related vocations and involvement. 

• Offers programs that embrace prior learning and facilitate career progression for working 
adults, members of the armed services, and persons in transition.  

• Affords a residential learning experience abundant with co-curricular activities that build social 
awareness and interpersonal skills and cultivate an ethos of service and leadership.  

History         

Southwestern College was chartered June 19, 1885, by the Methodists of Kansas as “an institution 
of learning of full collegiate powers.” It opened its doors for forty-three students on September 7, 1886. 
The first name of the college was “The Southwest Kansas Conference College”; the name “The 
Southwestern College’’ was adopted November 5, 1908. 

Always strong in the arts, the music program was augmented by the merger, in 1926, of the 
Winfield College of Music with the college. 

The campus facilities were seriously affected in 1950 by a fire that destroyed the interior of 
Richardson Hall, the college’s administration building. The reconstruction of this building and the 
subsequent erection of new academic facilities have provided the college with a modern campus to 
support its program. 

Major steps were taken in 1994 to develop a professional studies program with the opening of a 

center in downtown Winfield. With this step the college signaled its commitment to reach students in 
all stages of life development, unrestrained by physical location. An on-ground center is now located in 
Wichita, but the majority of students choose to complete classes online. 

Graduate degrees are offered both on the main campus and through Professional Studies, with the 
college enrolling its first doctoral students (Doctorate in Educational Leadership) in 2012.  

Accreditation         

Southwestern College is accredited by The Higher Learning Commission, 230 South LaSalle 
Street, Suite 7-500, Chicago, Illinois 60604-1411 www.hlcommission.org, (312) 263-0456. It is further 
accredited by the University Senate of the United Methodist Church, the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children (early childhood education), the National Association of Schools of 
Music (music), and the Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation and the Kansas State 
Department of Education (teacher education program).   

Assessment         

Southwestern College is committed to quality in higher education. It strives to meet the 
educational needs of society and of individual students. The student assessment program at 
Southwestern exists to evaluate the effectiveness of the college experience in assisting students’ 
movement toward the outcomes identified as flowing from the mission of the college. To that end, 
aggregate data are collected from students at the beginning of the fall semester and at the end of the 
spring semester. The process and product of student assessment focus on the centrality of the teaching 
mission of higher education, and on the institution’s ability to self-correct in ways meaningful to the 
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