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involved in Arvada’s growth.  His civic 
service involvement was extensive.  He 
was a charter member of the Arvada 
Jaycees and Elks Club, a member 
and officer of Arvada Lions Club, 
and a member of the Arvada United 
Methodist Church.  He was honored 
as Arvada Citizen/Man of the Year in 
1974, recognizing his contributions and 
influence in Arvada and as one of the 
most influential persons in Arvada’s first 
100 years. He is survived by his wife of 
55 years, Ruth Craig ’51.

Luther Kiser ’50 died Jan. 20, 2007.  A 
retired educator, Luther had taught in 
the Kansas City area before moving to 
Des Moines where he retired.  He wife 
Naomi Curfman ’56 died in 1996.

William McFall ’51 died Jan. 6, 2007.  A 
retired United Methodist minister, he was 
82.  Survivors include his wife Ramona 
(Hauser) ’52 and a son, Glenn ’77.

Dean Ramsay ’52 died Nov. 12, 2006.  
Survivors include his wife, Glenna, of 
Boulder City, N.J.

Harold Henderson ’54 died Jan. 16, 
2007.  He was 74.  Survivors include a 
son, Richard.

Jay Schwartz ’58 died Nov. 26, 2006.  
A retired United Methodist minister, Jay 
served churches in Mt. Hope, Mayfield, 
Kanorado/Ruleton, Salina Trinity, Derby 
Woodlawn, and Burchfield/Bluff City.  
He was also the administrator of Wesley 
Towers in Hutchinson.

Betty (Champlin) Smith ’59 died 
Oct. 27, 2006.  Betty taught in the public 
school system for over 25 years. In 1978 
she opened and ran the Overland Park 
Day Care and Preschool until she retired 
in 2000.

Jacqulyn M. Wilson ’63 died Dec. 
5, 2006.  She was a retired USD 353 
schoolteacher.  

Charles Van Arsdale ’67 died Aug. 
16, 2006 at the age of 62. Charles is 
survived by brothers William O. III 
’68 and Robert ’71.

Ted Biby died Jan. 12, 2007 at the age 
of 90.  Survivors include his wife, Lois 
Akers ’40, sons Parke ’74 and Roger 
’70, daughters Carol Myers ’67 and 
Lela Boyer ’71.
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Lester Herridge died Oct. 31, 2006.  
Survivors include his wife Pat ’54.

Wallace Martin died Dec. 31, 2006. A 
WW II veteran, he was 87. Survivors 
include his wife of 59 years, Virginia 
Cranston ’57.

Joanne Forsyth died Nov. 23, 2006.  
An accomplished musician, she was 
70.  Joanne is survived by her husband, 
Kent ’61, sister-in-law Paula Henry 
’55, and brothers-in-law, Don ’58 and 
Charles ’70.

Donna Beth Hovey died Nov. 5, 2006.  
Survivors include her husband, Robert 
’57, and a daughter, Donna Smith ’84.

Gerald Lawrence died Dec. 20, 
2006.  Survivors include his wife Junea 
(Cranston) ’70.

T. Eugene Branscum died Dec. 
28, 2006.  Branscum was the former 
president of Gott Corp., whose business 
leadership benefited Winfield years after 
his tenure at Gott ended. He was also a 
member of the executive committee of 
the SC Board of Trustees from 1988-89.


